Adult RBible Study Class 5/16/10

Session 174

The teachings of the Epistles (cont'd)

20.

a,

3 John
Read 3 John, chapter 1.

v 5,6 Growing in godliness: Showing hosnitality to traveling
teacnere and ménisters of the gosovel is part of godly living. ilelcomne
them into your home and provide what they need while they are with you.
Then, cend them on their way with a gift. #v honoring them, vou are
honoring the Lord. (see Matt. 10:20)

v 0 Gaus is to treat the itinerant preachers "on a manner worthy of
God".  As his messengers, they represent God and should receive the
generosity befitting their sacredcalling.

v 7,8 Cultivating dynamic devotion: Show love and devotion for God
throuch practical expression of love. Sunporting those sent out in
ministry is an excellent way to express your devotion to God. As vou
support thosu sent out from the body of Christ, vou too share in the
fruit of their lapor, becoming partners in the gospel. Your support is

as vital as their going.

v 7,8 John gives three reasond for supporting the missionaries; 1) they
are serving Christ; 2) to avoid all susnicion of unwvorthy motives in the
nministry, they have refused remuneration from those to whom thep minis-
tered; 3) Those who support nissionaries share in their work of the gospel,

v 9 The letter to which John refers has been lost, »robably destroyed

bv Diotrephes,

v 10  whereas in 2 John itinerant heretics were disturbing the faith of
Christians, in this Enistle senuine teachers of truth are naking a circuit
of tha churches. In the previous letter John forbade hosnitality toward
the false teawhers; here he encourages hosnitalitv, However, Diotrepheg
a donineering nerson in one of the churches, oppoaed the autthority of
Jobn,  In addition, he refused hospitalityv to the traveling nissionaries
and prohibited others from entertaining them, excormunicatine them when
they did, John writes to encourase Gaius in his generositv and to rebuke
Diotrephes for his uncharitable conduct.

v 12 Ta fulfilline his purpose, John describes these personalities,
“he Iirst is Gaius, who has deronstrated his Christizn faithby his generous
hosnitality, even to stangers. The second is Diotrephes, whose selfish



uoy

NOA SSIaTQ Po9
(GA) 9:¢ *TOD :9sI9A AIoULy
€6 uTesd peea 959l

*$91d2I10TQ SUTATOAUT UOTIBNILS
2yl ssnostTp 03 sdeyaad ‘snies ass 03 Adusdin ue s18988NS LA[II0US, H A

*uoayloIg uerlstayn Suoue sdiysuoijered Iadoad

07 SSOUITAM DATIBESU pue S2A13Isod Ipag ualul 32JY1 9S3Y]T, *uotlelTwl Jo
Ayjaom sem pue A11T7eplI UBTIISTIAY) peljifdwexa 9FTT IsoyM ‘sniijaua(d

ST PITYl 8ayJ *QIYSH0TTSI Byl JO Auowiry 9yl BUTIANISIP sed aptrid



